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help for people who need help in America. 
We should not fear faith in America; we 
ought to welcome faith. It changes lives 
and changes hearts. 

We’re making good progress toward ush-
ering in a period of personal responsibility. 
But it requires people serving in Wash-
ington who understand the reason they are 
there. And I firmly believe Senator Tim 
Hutchinson understands the reason they 
are there. He loves and cares about the 
people of Arkansas. 

And by the way, as this campaign gets 
going, you might turn to a friend or neigh-
bor and say, ‘‘It makes a lot of sense for 
Arkansas to have somebody who can walk 
into the Oval Office. It makes a lot of sense 
for our State, with the problems we have, 
to have a United States Senator be able 
to pick the phone up and say, ‘Mr. Presi-
dent, I’d like to discuss the concerns of 
the people of Arkansas. We’ve got some 

problems with our farmers; I’d like to dis-
cuss the concerns. We may have a problem 
in our education system; Mr. President, I’d 
like you to hear me out. I’d like to deliver 
a message on the people of Arkansas.’ ’’ 
And I can assure you, folks, that the person 
running this race who will have the ear 
of the President of the United States is 
Senator Tim Hutchinson. 

So I want to thank you all for coming. 
Thank you for your generous support. Work 
hard. We need this man in Washington, 
DC. 

God bless. And God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:53 p.m. at 
the Statehouse Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Nick Bacon, director, 
Arkansas Department of Veterans Affairs; 
and Dennis Rainey, executive director, 
FamilyLife.

Statement on the Anniversary of Ukraine’s Closing of the Chernobyl 
Nuclear Plant 
April 26, 2001

Last year on December 15, Ukraine 
ended one of the darkest chapters of the 
Soviet legacy and opened a new stage in 
Ukraine’s evolution into a modern Euro-
pean state when it permanently closed the 
Chernobyl nuclear plant. 

Closing Chernobyl created the cir-
cumstances for a safer and more prosperous 
Ukraine for future generations. We are re-
minded of this today on the 15th anniver-
sary of the terrible accident at Chernobyl 
and are again grateful that an environ-
mental threat has been removed from the 
Central European landscape. 

Today’s anniversary is an occasion for the 
global community to pause and reflect on 
the lessons provided by this disaster, to re-
call the valor and dignity that the people 
of Ukraine displayed in the face of adver-

sity, and to acknowledge the suffering that 
many victims of Chernobyl continue to en-
dure throughout the region. 

I am proud of the American people’s 
role in helping to alleviate this suffering—
at the time of the tragedy and continuing 
through today. I am proud of our continued 
efforts to work with Ukraine to improve 
nuclear safety and mitigate the harsh social 
impact of Chernobyl’s closure on the local 
population. 

Much work remains to be done in 
Ukraine’s transition to a modern European 
state. This work will require strong and 
courageous leadership over the coming 
months and years. It will require real sup-
port for democracy and difficult but nec-
essary reforms. Last year strong Ukrainian 
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leadership and committed international as-
sistance achieved great results in 
Chernobyl. I urge Ukraine to stay on the 
path of reform it set out upon last year. 
Former U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt 
once noted that ‘‘it is only through strife, 
through hard and dangerous endeavor, that 
we shall ultimately win the goal of true 
national greatness.’’

I firmly believe that Ukraine’s national 
greatness rests in Europe and in its trans-
atlantic and global ties. The United States 
stands ready to work with Ukraine as it 
undertakes the political and economic re-
forms necessary to build these ties that are 
so vital to the brighter future Ukrainians 
seek for themselves and their children.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Legislation Regarding 
Unborn Victims of Violence 
April 26, 2001

America’s children represent our greatest 
hope for the future. I commend the House 
for its bipartisan passing of the ‘‘Unborn 
Victims of Violence Act,’’ which will make 
it a separate felony to harm an unborn 

child in the course of committing any one 
of 68 Federal offenses. This legislation af-
firms our commitment to a culture of life, 
which welcomes and protects children.

Remarks at a Celebration of Reading in Houston, Texas 
April 26, 2001

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you very much. Laura and I are 
really glad to be back in Texas. [Laughter] 
I didn’t realize, Dad, until I saw that video, 
how different your life has been since I’m 
the President and you’re not. [Laughter] 
Sounds like it’s been pretty rough. And per-
haps you and I should sit down and have 
a discussion, talk about it. Let me think: 
I have an opening the 27th of September. 
[Laughter] 

We have some other family issues to dis-
cuss, like where to put my Presidential Li-
brary. [Laughter] I’ve decided not to go 
through the hassle of raising money. And 
so, you know my dad’s library? We’re just 
going to add ‘‘And Son.’’ [Laughter] As you 
can already tell, lately my dad has been 
calling me ‘‘43.’’ I call him ‘‘41.’’ It’s kind 
of shorthand we have in our family. And 

we have a nickname for Mother as well. 
To show you where she stands in the power 
structure of this family, we call her ‘‘Num-
ber One.’’ [Laughter] 

And so I’m going to turn the stage back 
to Number One, and then close the pro-
gram with some remarks of my own. It’s 
really great to be back in Houston and to 
return bearing the proudest title ever been 
given to me: Son of Barbara and George 
Bush. 
[At this point, the program proceeded.] 

The President. Well, thank you. Thank 
you, Laura. Once again, thank you all for 
that warm welcome. I know all of you join 
me in thanking the authors for being here 
tonight. The readings were fantastic, and 
we appreciate it. 

You’ve certainly set a high standard for 
a little reading I intend to do tonight. 
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